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County addresses COVID-19 testing at hospitals 
By:  Kathie Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 

  

Top mental health officials in Montgomery County met recently 
with members of the CSP Executive Committee to address con-
cerns about COVID-19 testing at county psychiatric hospitals. 
 
In April, the CSP Advocacy Subcommittee sent a letter to county 
officials after learning that an individual seeking voluntary mental 
health treatment was turned away from a psychiatric hospital and 
sent to a local emergency room to be tested for the COVID-19 vi-
rus. The individual changed his mind about treatment, left the ER 
and was later detained by police and involuntarily committed to a 
hospital. 
 
County Mental Health Administrator Pam Howard and county 
Deputy Mental Health Administrator Vera Zanders met with CSP 
Advocacy Chair Kim Renninger and Sue Shannon to talk about the 
letter.   
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Congratulations to the top three winners of this year’s first Virtual 
Art Poster Contest! Facing the threat of COVID-19, CSP moved its 
annual art contest from the local library to an online virtual con-
test where it was embraced by many wonderful artists who sub-
mitted beautiful pieces of art. This year’s theme resonated with many: 

Life Isn't About Waiting for the Storm to Pass, It's About Learning to Dance 
in the Rain.  

As the online voting period came to a close, there were 186 votes cast and a tie for first place! The third-
place winner also had a high number of votes, clinching the third spot. Thank you to all who participated 
and a special thanks to the Wawa Foundation for sponsoring CSP’s celebration of Mental Health Awareness 
Month in May this year! See the winners on page two. 

First Place Tie in the  
2020 CSP Virtual Art Poster Contest! 

Continued on page 3 
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“Pam and Vera said that they were aware of the problem and were working on addressing it,” said 
Shannon.  “They appreciated hearing from CSP on this issue.  Tests were not widely available in March, but 
by the end of April, there were more tests available, but Pam and Vera were checking in with providers to 
make sure they had what they needed.” 
 
According to Shannon, both officials are in touch with the Montgomery County Commissioners on a daily 
basis and keep them apprised of concerns and issues regarding mental health. The Commissioners were also 
sent the letter from the Advocacy Subcommittee.  

COVID—Continued from page one 

NORRISTOWN - In a place where the most vulnerable people cohabitate in extremely 
close quarters, every safeguard has been implemented to protect them from COVID-19, 
state officials said recently. 
 
All individuals who are admitted to Norristown State Hospital (NSH) are administered the 
COVID-19 nasal swab test where results are available in 15 minutes, said Phil Mader, Di-
rector of the Bureau of Community and Hospital Operations.  
 
If someone tests positive, the individual is admitted to a special unit to be apart from the other patients for 
8-14 days. Once two negative tests have been obtained, the individual is moved into the appropriate unit 
with the rest of the patients. 
 
According to hospital Chief Clinical Director Mushtaq Ahmad, all patients at the NSH have been tested and 
every staff member is being monitored daily through temperature taking and symptom observation. 
 
“Every staff is being monitored at the start and end of each shift,” Ahmad said.  “We have tested every pa-
tient and some staff. Everybody seems more comfortable.”   
 
In addition to tests, staff has PPE (personal protective equipment) and the patients have masks which makes 
everyone feel a little less anxious, Ahmad said. 
 
NSH CEO Edna McCutcheon said the hospital is working hard to reassure patients that the environment is 
safe. Feedback from patient representatives on the hospital’s Human Rights Committee has been positive. 
Patients reported that staff communicate with them all the time about COVID-19 and answer their ques-
tions. Patients also feel better having masks to wear. 
 
“Everyone has had anxiety,” McCutcheon said. “In that regard, we have increased communication...to help 
people feel more reassured.” 
 
According to COO William Bogari, the housekeeping staff was enhanced in March to increase sanitation 
efforts to prevent exposure. All door knobs and high touch areas are cleaned thoroughly, an atomization 
machine sprays a solution in patient bedroom and day halls. The solution sticks to all hard surfaces, bedding 
and clothing.  
 
Bogari added that every Friday all hospital vehicles are disinfected and on the weekends they take care of 
the office buildings. 

Norristown State Hospital provides COVID-19 tests, PPE and specialized units 
By:  Kathie Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 
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CSP donates money to Street Outreach 
By: Kathie Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 
 

For the first time in many years, the Montgomery 
County CSP Committee was unable to hold its annual 
conference due to the gathering restrictions stem-
ming from COVID-19. That meant money was left 
over in this year’s budget.  
 
Since the fiscal year ends June 30th, the CSP committee needed to decide what to do with the money be-
cause it doesn’t roll over to the next fiscal year.  
 
“Everyone expressed that the CSP Committee should support the most vulnerable people in the community, 
with the things that they say that they need,” said Sue Shannon, Executor Director of Hopeworx, the fiduci-
ary for the CSP Committee.  
 
“The suggestion was made to donate the money to the Street Outreach team, and let the team know that 
they should use it for the things that people need to connect and be safe.” 
 
With money originally earmarked for the conference plus an additional amount left over in the pizza budget, 
CSP was able to donate approximately $9,000 to the Street Outreach team, a project of Access Services Inc., 
Shannon said.  
 
Access Services was grateful for the donation. 
 
“This feels absolutely incredible,” said Debra Curtin, Senior Director for Behavioral Health and Crisis Ser-
vices. “I am humbled by the generosity of the CSP committee and I can speak for the entire Street Outreach 

team when I say Thank You!” 
 
Curtin said she is beyond proud on a daily basis by this small team and its abil-
ity to do big things to support the homeless population in Montgomery Coun-
ty.  There are hard moments that this team encounters, while coming along-
side people at their most vulnerable, in a resource scarce environment.  
 

Curtin said the heart and passion of this team and that of their community partners carries them through 
day to day.   This team leads with compassion first.  This money will be used with the CSP mission in mind 
and will make you proud.  We are beyond grateful!! 
 
Jess Fenchel, Vice President for Behavior Health at Access, said they 
have been looking for funds to allow them to do more for the most vul-
nerable people and promised to be diligent to care well for people with 
CSP’s investment.  
 
“The pandemic has brought some pretty emotional gratitude moments 
– and this one is leading for me on personal impact,” Fenchel said.   “I 
don’t have words to express the weight and meaning of this for us. We 
are honored that you’ve chosen to give to our Street Outreach efforts!  Thank you!” 

We believe in recovery, 
that it happens in com-
munity, and that every 

person is deserving. 
               -Debra Curtin 

It’s a priority for us to be a 
contributing support and 

strong advocacy presence in 
the communities in Montco, 
and CSP is not only a leader 
here but also an inspiration 

for us in our work.   
                 - Jess Fenchel 
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PA Mental Health Budget ends November 30, 2020 
 
Before COVID-19 struck PA, our economy looked pretty darn good.  In fact, Senator Pat Browne 
(Republican) from Lehigh County stated that a “promising and improving fiscal picture at the beginning of 
the current fiscal year for the commonwealth…has been totally turned on its head.” 
 
Usually a budget is created for twelve months. Due to concerns about our future 
financial stability, the Pennsylvania budget was passed as a five-month budget for 
most of social services, including the category of mental health.  Other categories, 
such as education have been budgeted for all twelve months.  The mental health 
budget will begin on 7/1/2020 and goes until 11/30/2020. 
 
Our voices are needed now more than ever.  We need to educate our Pennsylva-
nia legislators about why mental health services are needed and how individuals, 
families, and communities will be impacted without them.  Legislators are going 
to have to make difficult decisions regarding how to fund areas with less money.   
 
Think about your home budget.  If you have less (revenue) coming in then you have to figure out where 
you will cut back.  Legislators are going to be faced with the same challenge. 
 
Please reach out to your local Representatives and Senators.  You can find your legislators by vis-
iting:   https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/index.cfm. Once you have their 
contact information, please call (best option) or email (next best option) and use the following script to ad-
vocate for monies to be available to our mental health system. 
 
Hello.  My name is ____________________ and I live at _____________________.  I am calling today to 
share my concerns about funding for mental health services.  Mental health services are important to me 
because__________________________________________.  Without mental health support I worry that 
_____________________________________________________________________________________.  
(If you have a personal story about how difficult accessing services can be or how without mental health 
services you would not be as successful or what could have happened to a family member, please 
share!)  Please make mental health a priority when the budget is decided for the rest of the year.  Thank 
you. 
  
 

Together, we can make our voices heard! 
 

  There is no health without mental health. 
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Who is my neighbor:    As I sit in my house, I am anxiously waiting for the day I can greet people with a big hug and 

have coffee with friends without having to pull down my mask.  However, I truly understand the need to be careful; 

I’m over 50 and I am considered to be someone who has underlying health conditions.  I heard recently from a doctor 

on a random news channel simply say, “If you’re African American and you take medication everyday for a physical 

health illness and if you get the coronavirus, the chances you will die are great.” 

 

I never heard it reported with such straight forwarded language and I felt compelled to continue to stay home and 

while being home, I watched the coverage of three African Americans deaths within a time span of 3 months. A 25-

year-old African American male named Ahamaud Aubrey who was tracked down while jogging by white men driv-

ing pick-up trucks and shot dead on account of an assumption. Soon after I witnessed a breaking news story about an 

African American woman, 26-year-old Breonna Taylor, who was shot 8 times on a botched police raid. 

 

I felt hurt and helpless and start reminiscing about my own uncomfortable incidents with police and as I felt myself 

drowning in my own sorrows, a friend called me about a Youtube posting of an incident.  As I pulled it up,  I watched 

the story of Amy Cooper unfold - a white woman who was asked to put a leash on her dog by an African American 

male because it was the law surrounding that community park .  Amy replied, ''I will call the cops and say a black man 

is threatening my life.'' When I watch that video I saw her words as triggers for police to address the black man with 

violence. 

 

I felt my skin crawl after viewing this video and then I experienced the final blow which came watching the video of 

George Floyd, a 46-year-old African American male accused of using a 20.00 counterfeit bill.  This video played for 8 

minute and 46 seconds of a police officer kneeling on Mr. Floyd’s neck which Mr. Floyd in this video was  crying for 

his deceased mother. I watched this video with horror and I noticed the officer is leaning comfortably on his neck 

with his hands in his pockets. I wondered how much anger or indifference how cold hearted to display such comfort 

when another human being is telling you he can’t breathe and begging for his life.  If this scene was not troubling 

enough you have surrounding police officers telling the crowd to stay back while an onlooking civilian pleaded for 

officer to let him up.  

 

Dylann Ruff, 26-year-old white male, walked into a largely attended African American church, held hands with individ-

uals for prayer, then open fired killing 9 people.  He was later apprehended without incident.  Just recently you have 

Peter Manfredonia, a 23-year-old white male who been charged with 2 murders and a kidnapping.  He was appre-

hended without incident.  George Floyd, African American, cannot escape a possible 20.00 counterfeit charge with-

out losing his life. 

 

I also witnessed this officer go home to his family for four days because the police department said they had to see all 

the evidence which I found mind boggling.   I am an African American man with a child; a man with a family; a man 

with friends; I am a Christian.  I am a Deacon in my church but first and 

foremost I am human being; often times we look for silence in 

these situation hoping things will calm.  

 

I implore you:   Silence for the sake of silence doesn’t work or mak-

ing peace simply for peace’s sake doesn’t work.  But let's have jus-

tice for justice sake. I have to live by my spiritual values and the 

Bible says “Be not overcome by Evil but overcome evil with Good, 

( Rom 12:21)”.  The Bible says “Be angry but do not sin ( Eph 

4:26)”  but the Bible also mentions “n the Last days the hearts of many will grow cold (Matt 24:12)”.  If these events 

have left you void of feelings and compassion you may be the latter and not the former. 

Michael Nelson, (For the love of God) 

I implore you:   Silence for the sake of 
silence doesn’t work or making peace 
simply for peace’s sake doesn’t work.  
But let's have justice for justice’s 
sake.   – Mike Nelson 
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From Erin Hewitt: 
Below is the weekly MontCo resource update from May 20, 2020.  Please stay connected with one another 
during this time and please take care of yourselves!                                                     
COVID-19 Educational Resources 

Visit Montgomery County’s COVID-19 Data Hub & Office of Public Health websites for accurate local in-
formation 

Drive through testing site at the Central Campus of the Montgomery County Community College in Whitpain 
Township. This site will provide self-swab COVID-19 testing, by appointment only.  To view a U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services instructional video about self-swab testing, visit here. 

 COVID-19 Help Line that can be reached at 610-631-3000 between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily. 
Visit the Pennsylvania Department of Health & CDC websites for accurate statewide and national infor-

mation 

Let the community know your needs via PA Link’s Provider Survey and/or the  Tri-County Area Cham-
ber of Commerce website 

 The Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Center for Community Resources (CCR) created a new 
Statewide Support & Referral Helpline.  It is available 24/7 to respond to those struggling with anxiety 
and emotions due to the COVID-19 emergency.  The Mental Health Support Line/Warm line can be 
reached toll-free, 24/7 at 1-855-284-2494 from anywhere in PA. 

       SAMHSA is providing regular updates via a new consolidated COVID-19 page: samhsa.gov/
coronavirus .  SAMHSA also has a list of  resources for Training and Technical Assistance Related to 
COVID-19.  Please visit here . 

o   Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990 or text “TalkWithUs” to 66746.  For more infor-
mation please visit here. 

       DDAP (Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs) is providing updates as well:  visit here . 

o   PA GET HELP NOW 1-800-662-HELP (4357) 

       5-County SEPA region information for school meals during closures, please Click here 

       PA Parent and Family Alliance has been working hard to put together some useful resources 
for families and providers across the state. These resources include education, mental well-
ness, work, necessary services, art, relaxation and much more and we have more to 
add.  Please visit their site by clicking here . 

       DHS has a website/link for daycares open for essential employees during this time: visit 
here. 

       Children’s Book on COVID-19: click here. 

       Please find attached information (member support document) regarding Safe Link and other 
resources to address cellular phone usage during the COVID-19. 

       Senator Casey Resource Hub- Includes unemployment, taxes, housing/food assistance, and 
more here. 
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https://data-montcopa.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/covid-19
https://www.montcopa.org/513/Public-Health
https://youtu.be/vsQVxsQY3jc
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y9658LG
https://www.leadershiptricounty.org/community-needs-list
https://www.leadershiptricounty.org/community-needs-list
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsamhsa.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc%26id%3D7eb9f47e3b%26e%3Dc63199efa4&data=02%7C01%7Cehewitt%40montcopa.org%7Cc4d9119a635444d411f908d7cf649dff%7Cabb624ec
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsamhsa.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd0780dc94825e65acd61c17dc%26id%3D7eb9f47e3b%26e%3Dc63199efa4&data=02%7C01%7Cehewitt%40montcopa.org%7Cc4d9119a635444d411f908d7cf649dff%7Cabb624ec
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/training-and-technical-assistance-covid19.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/disaster-distress-helpline
https://www.ddap.pa.gov/Get%20Help%20Now/Pages/COVID-19-Information-for-Individuals.aspx
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F10CsYvxzFRTGPpyvD-GD4TysJqkqZaGza0SdscR6FuII%2Fedit%23gid%3D232231894&data=02%7C01%7Cehewitt%40montcopa.org%7Cead877e292574f6a906008d7d0d916b2%7Cabb624ec6a2
https://www.paparentandfamilyalliance.org/hometogether-resources
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Providers/Pages/Coronavirus-Child-Care.aspx
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/providers/Providers/Pages/Coronavirus-Child-Care.aspx
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/My%20Hero%20is%20You%2C%20Storybook%20for%20Children%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.casey.senate.gov/coronavirus


 

 

       National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Guide- Advocacy, safety, self-care, and 
more here. 

       COVID-19 Resources for Social Workers- Free online trainings and resources by popula-
tion here. 

       MontCo Veterans Helpline- flyer is attached!  610-213-4022 

       “Self-Care Tips during COVID-10 Social Distancing” by Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro.  Please see attached! 

       DHS has started accepting applications for its new Emergency Assistance Program. This is 
a cash assistance program for folks who lost income during the COVID-19 crisis.  This 
program will run until June 12 or until all the money is spent.  Please see attached flyer and 
share this information far and wide! 

  

Virtual Resources & Available Essential Services  
Creating Increased Connections Mutual Aid Groups are now online – click here to join!  

 CIC has also added a “Friday Fun Day” virtual event!  
NAMI Montco is offering virtual Recovery Support Groups, Family Support Groups, and Wellness Chats –

 learn more here 

Virtual Alt2Su Groups (via Western Mass RLC)- please click here ! 

Hearing Voices USA is offering online groups here 

Locate online Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous , and other Recovery Groups 

Unsuicide has a comprehensive list of suicide prevention instant messaging, chatrooms, and forums 

Adult, Youth, and CPS Virtual Drop Ins provided by PMHCA, Youth Move PA, and PaPSC. Please visit 
here for more information. 

Follow Magellan Behavioral Health’s Provider Announcements page for daily COVID-19 provider up-
dates. 

Find food resources on the Montco Anti-Hunger Network Map and the Montco Hunger Solutions 
Emergency Food Map 

Review resources for unemployment compensation, financial help, and more here (be sure to scroll 
down) 

A list of low-cost and free web-based tools and resources for non-profits are available here 

Youth MOVE Resources - Peer Resources to Manage Social Distancing visit here. 

Community Advocates of Montgomery County- offering a virtual Forensic Peer Support group.  Click 
here for more information! 
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https://www.socialworkers.org/Practice/Infectious-Diseases/Coronavirus
https://www.socialwork.career/2020/03/covid-19-resources-social-workers-therapists.htmlhttps:/www.socialwork.career/2020/03/covid-19-resources-social-workers-therapists.html
https://www.ciconnections.org/group-schedules
https://namimontcopa.org/virtual-nami-connection-recovery-support-groups/
http://www.westernmassrlc.org/hidden-community-happenings-fix/888-on-line-and-phone-supports-march-2020
https://www.hearingvoicesusa.org/latest-news/154-new-hvn-usa-online-group
http://aa-intergroup.org/
https://virtual-na.org/meetings/
https://www.intherooms.com/home/
https://unsuicide.org/suicide-help/
https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/27663/Virtual-Drop-Ins-w-Meeting-Info
https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/27663/Virtual-Drop-Ins-w-Meeting-Info
https://www.magellanofpa.com/for-providers/communications/provider-announcements/
https://www.montcoantihunger.org/mahn-member-food-pantries.html
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?ll=40.165887122364936%2C-75.29657289035441&z=9&mid=15AUNRCRvScSiwZ5ydnMITwUbFO4
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?ll=40.165887122364936%2C-75.29657289035441&z=9&mid=15AUNRCRvScSiwZ5ydnMITwUbFO4
https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/#CasesinPennsylvania
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JUs1qtcfVpvlz1lfj8p1h5G2D4KIUROU4KXPWcg0PEg/edit?mc_cid=f922ada4e9&mc_eid=85a8040dde#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xHPmJXBsjxbZYKRerjz3nUmhB7gT_cCUkVf2xPPUATg/edit?mc_cid=283fcec60f&mc_eid=db9b19533b
https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/27821/TIME-group-2020
https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/27821/TIME-group-2020


 

 

       The Center for Loss and Bereavement- offering appointments and support groups via Telehealth.  Visit 
here for more information or call 610-222-4110. 

       Montgomery County Office of Drug and Alcohol- please see attachment!  Naloxone, treatment services, 
etc. 

       NAMI of Montgomery County HELPLINE available from Monday-Friday from 9 am- 3 pm. 215-361-7784 

       MontCo. CSP 2020 virtual Poster Art Contest is currently taking place!  Please enter by visit-
ing www.montcopacsp.org  – and click “Art Contest” in menu at top of page! 

       Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Greater Philadelphia have resources available:  please visit here. 

       Transitions to Adulthood Center for Research (ACR) webinars, tip sheets, and resources for Young Adults. 

o   Webinars: visit here. 

o   Resources: visit here. 

o   Tip sheet: visit here. 

       Montgomery County Hearing Voices Network: virtual groups are now available!  Flyer is at-
tached! 

       “A Beautiful Day Tomorrow: Taking Suicide Awareness on the Road" is now available on 
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Montgomery County CSP  
Executive Committee 

 

2019/2020 Co-Chairs 
Provider Member:  Abby Grasso, Executive Director of NAMI  

Person in Recovery:  Paige Jellison 
Family Member:  Anise Robinson 

 

2019/2020 Sub-Committee Chairs 
Social/Media: Amalthea Leland, Karleen Caparro 

Advocacy: Kim Renninger, Joyce Snyder 
Conference: Penny Johnson, Erin Hewitt 

  

2019/2020 Treasurer 
Morgan Killian-Moseley, CST Specialist  

 

Fiduciary 
HopeWorx, Inc. 

CSP Subcommittee Reports for May 2020 

Advocacy Subcommittee:  
Kim Renninger reported that the Advocacy Committee discussed the letters that 
they wrote about the COVID 19 situation in the Norristown State Hospital and to 
the Commissioners about the inpatient hospitals.  Those letters are in this month’s 
newsletter.  
 
The committee discussed concerns about all of the congregate living situations in 
the county.  Ellen Kozlowski and Kathy Laws from the Advocacy Committee are 
both on the Mental Health Advisory Committee and will bring the committee’s 
concerns to that group.   
 
They also discussed budget advocacy that usually happens at this time of year – 
the PA Budget Advocacy and Policy org is having an online rally next Tuesday.    
 
OMHSAS is having its Mental Health Planning Council subcommittee meetings on 
WebEx on May 27th and the general meeting on June 16th.    
 
Talked to Sterling about addiction services. 
 
There is an advocacy group being formed at PHAN to strengthen the safety net in Southeastern PA  - Kim is contacting 
PHAN to get CSP involved 
 
Social Subcommittee: There was no co-chair present but Ameika Malcolm reported that an adhoc committee met and 
discussed partnering with CIC on some social activities, and discussed getting the information about the Community 
Connections grants to more people, especially recovery coaches and certified peer specialists.  It is an under-used 
resource.   

 
Conference Subcommittee: The Conference Committee did not meet.  

CSP MEETING  
CALENDER 

2020 
Meetings are held every third                  

Thursday, monthly @      
Norristown Public Library from  

12: 00-2:30pm 
The next meeting will be: 

June 18 

July  16 

August  20 

September 17 
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ABOUT CSP 
Mission Statement: 

     Montgomery County’s Community Support Program (CSP) brings together individuals 
that receive mental health services, their family members, providers and the Department of 
Behavioral Health in an equal partnership to promote recovery and excellence in the 
delivery of community-based mental health services. 

     The committee strives to include a balance of people who use services, people who 
provide services, family members, and interested members of the community at large.   

     The CSP initiatives continue to grow state, regionally and county wide. As the 
involvement increases CSP has become a place that feedback can truly be given to the 
county from individuals that receive services and information can be given that suits the 
needs and requests of those that attend.  

CSP Subcommittees: 

  Advocacy Subcommittee—Works on legislative, policy, communication,  budget, voter 
education and other issues related to mental health services in the county, statewide 
and at the federal level when relevant. At the direction of the CSP Committee, the 
Advocacy Subcommittee gathers information on issues, plans advocacy events and 
creates a monthly newsletter to provide information to the stakeholder network as well 
as the community at large about the work of CSP. The newsletter also provides updates 
on new and changing mental health services provided in Montgomery County.   

 

 Social/Media Subcommittee—Works on facilitating opportunities for people in the CSP 
community to be more involved in the Montgomery County community.  This includes 
implementing the Community Connections grants, which provide funding for people 
to participate in a variety of activities.   The committee also implements transportation 
grants that provide gas cards and SEPTA day passes to CSP community members. The  
annual CSP Poster Art contest is also organized by this committee. 

 

 Conference Sub-committee – The conference subcommittee will plan and fundraise for 
the annual Montgomery County CSP Conference.   

 

 Newsletter Subcommittee—The newsletter subcommittee works to provide information 
to the public about CSP and mental health advocacy. The newsletter subcommittee is 
committed CSP recovery principles which is person centered and empowered by 
stakeholders. Our goal is to provide information through varies media avenue and to 
create a quality newsletter that includes but is not limited to, legislative advocacy, 
events, services, personal recovery stories and creative writing such as poems. Please 
feel free to submit articles and stories to enrich our newsletter. Send to the editor: 
kathiemitchell8221@gmail.com. 

 
 
 Organizations who regularly send representatives to CSP: 
 

Montgomery Co. Department of Behavioral Health 
Central Behavioral Health 
Consumer Satisfaction Team of Montgomery        
County 
NAMI Montgomery County 
Mental Health Assoc. of Southeastern PA 
Salisbury Behavioral Health  
Magellan Health Services 
Resources for Human Development 
Community Advocates of Montgomery Co.  
Montgomery County Emergency Services (MCES) 
Hedwig House 

 
We invite all peers, family members and providers/professionals to attend. 

Community Support Journal 

Join our  

Mailing list! 

 

We have an e-mail list as 

well as a regular mailing, 

to join: 

 

Send an e-mail to: 

amalcolm@hopeworxinc.org 

Or send your contact info to 
the mailing address below 

Meetings: 

12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

3rd Thursday  
of each month  

Norristown  
Public Library Community Room 

1001 Powell St.  
(at Swede St.)   

If you can’t attend the monthly 
CSP meetings but would like to 
give your feedback on topics we 

discuss, please email us at  
amalcolm@hopeworxinc.org  

Website:  www.montcopacsp.org 

1210 Stanbridge Street,  

Suite 600 

Norristown, PA  19401 

610-270-3685 

Montgomery County Community 

Support Program (CSP) 

CSP Principles 

 Consumer Centered/ 
Consumer Empowered  

 Culturally competent  

 Able to Meet Special 
Needs  

 Community Based with 
Natural Supports  

 Flexible  

 Coordinated  

 Accountable  

 Strength Based  

Kathie Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 


