
 

  

PA Mental Health Budget ends November 30, 2020 
  
Before COVID-19 struck PA, our economy looked pretty darn good.  In fact, Senator Pat Browne 
(Republican) from Lehigh County stated that a “promising and improving fiscal picture at the beginning of 
the current fiscal year for the commonwealth…has been totally turned on its head.” 
  
Usually a budget is created for twelve months. Due to concerns about our future financial stability, the 
Pennsylvania budget was passed as a five-month budget for most of social services, including the category 
of mental health.  Other categories, such as education have been budgeted for all twelve months.  The 
mental health budget will begin on 7/1/2020 and goes until 11/30/2020. 
  
Our voices are needed now more than ever.  We need to educate our Pennsylvania legislators about why 
mental health services are needed and how individuals, families, and communities will be impacted 
without them.  Legislators are going to have to make difficult decisions regarding how to fund areas with 
less money.   
  
Think about your home budget.  If you have less (revenue) coming in then you have to figure out where 
you will cut back.  Legislators are going to be faced with the same challenge. 
  
Please reach out to your local Representatives and Senators.  You can find your legislators by 
visiting:   https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/index.cfm. Once you have 
their contact information, please call (best option) or email (next best option) and use the following script 
to advocate for monies to be available to our mental health system. 
  
Hello.  My name is ____________________ and I live at _____________________.  I am calling today to 
share my concerns about funding for mental health services.  Mental health services are important to me 
because__________________________________________.  Without mental health support I worry that 
_____________________________________________________________________________________.  
(If you have a personal story about how difficult accessing services can be or how without mental health 
services you would not be as successful or what could have happened to a family member, please 
share!)  Please make mental health a priority when the budget is decided for the rest of the year.  Thank 
you. 
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